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Department of Curriculum & Instruction 

 

Second Grade Social Studies 
 

Unit 
2-3 Governing Our Community  

Time Frame 10/19-11/13 

Big Ideas 
1. The U.S. Constitution is the framework of the United States government and encompasses the rights of its citizens and the principles of the government.  
2. America derives its power from the people in which it governs and is limited by the U.S. Constitution.  
3. The Legislative, Executive, and Judicial Branches of the United States Government share equal power and regulate each other.  
4. The power of the United States is divided between the federal and state governments. 

Essential 
Questions 

1. How is the power of the United States Government divided among its branches?  
2. How does the United States government protect its citizens rights?  
3. Why is the United States considered a limited government?  
4. How does federal powers differ from state powers?   

TEKS / Student Expectations Skills Concepts 

Spiraled Supporting 
2.4A identify contributions of historical figures, including Thurgood Marshall, 
Irma Rangel, John Hancock, and Theodore Roosevelt, who have influenced the 
community, state, and nation 

identify contributions of historical figures, including:  
 Thurgood Marshall 
 Irma Rangel 
 John Hancock 
 Theodore Roosevelt 

who have influenced the community, state, and nation 

Readiness  
2.11A identify functions of governments such as establishing order, providing 
security, and managing conflict 

identify 
 

 functions of governments such as: 
 establishing order 
 providing security 
 managing conflict 

2.11B identify governmental services in the community such as police and fire 
protection, libraries, schools, and parks and explain their value to the community 

identify  
 
 
 
 
 
explain 

governmental services in the community such as: 
 police protection 
 fire protection 
 libraries 
 schools 
 parks 

their value to the community 
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TEKS / Student Expectations Skills Concepts 

2.12C identify ways that public officials are selected, including election and 
appointment to office 

identify  
 

ways that public officials are selected, including: 
 mayor 
 governor 

 president 

Supporting 
2.11C describe how governments tax citizens to pay for services 

describe 

 
how governments tax citizens to pay for services 

2.12A name current public officials, including mayor, governor, and president name 

 
current public officials, including: 

 mayor 
 governor 
 president 

2.12B compare the roles of public officials, including mayor, governor, and 
president 

compare the roles of public officials, including: 

2.12D identify how citizens participate in their own governance through staying 
informed of what public officials are doing, providing input to them, and 
volunteering to participate in government functions 

identify how citizens participate in their own governance through: 
 staying informed of what public officials are doing 
 providing input to them 
 volunteering to participate in government functions 

Process Skill  
2.18A obtain information about a topic using a variety of valid oral sources such 
as conversations, interviews, and music  
 

obtain information about a topic using a variety of valid oral sources such as:  
•  conversations  
•  interviews  
•  music  
 

2.18B obtain information about a topic using a variety of valid visual sources 
such as pictures, maps, electronic sources, literature, reference sources, and 
artifacts  
 

obtain information about a topic using a variety of valid visual sources such as:  
•  pictures  
•  maps  
•  electronic sources  
•  literature  
•  reference sources  
•  artifacts  
 

2.18C use various parts of a source, including the table of contents, glossary, 
and index, as well as keyword Internet searches to locate information  
 

use  

 
various parts of a source, including: the table of contents  
•  glossary  
•  index 
as well as keyword Internet searches  
• to locate information  

2.18D sequence and categorize information  
 

sequence  
categorize  

information  

2.18E interpret oral, visual, and print material by identifying the main idea, 
predicting, and comparing and contrasting  
 

Interpret  

 
oral, visual, and print material by  
•  Identifying the main idea  
•  predicting  
•  comparing and contrasting  
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TEKS / Student Expectations Skills Concepts 

2.19A express ideas orally based on knowledge and experiences  
 

express  

 
ideas orally based on knowledge and experiences  

2.19B create written and visual material such as stories, poems, maps, and 
graphic organizers to express ideas  

 

create  

 
written and visual material such as:  
•  stories  
•  poems  
•  maps  
•  graphic organizers to express ideas  

 

2.20A use a problem-solving process to identify a problem, gather information, 
list and consider options, consider advantages and disadvantages, choose and 
implement a solution, and evaluate the effectiveness of the solution  
 

use  

 
a problem-solving process to:  
•  identify a problem  
•  gather information  
•  list and consider options  
•  consider advantages and disadvantages  
•  choose a solution  
•  implement a solution  
•  evaluate the effectiveness of the solution  

2.20B use a decision-making process to identify a situation that requires a 
decision, gather information, generate options, predict outcomes, take action to 
implement a decision, and reflect on the effectiveness of that decision.  
 

use  

 
a decision-making process to:  

•  identify a situation that requires a decision  
•  gather information  
•  generate options  
•  predict outcomes  
•  take action to implement a decision  
•  reflect on the effectiveness of that decision  

 

Tier I Instructional Strategies – Classroom Instruction for All Students 
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https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671422/All%20About%20Benjamin%20Franklin%20Reading.pdf?api=v2
https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671422/Paul%20Revere%20Biography.pdf?api=v2
https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671422/Thomas%20Jefferson%20Reading%20Comprehension.pdf?api=v2
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https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671422/Branches%20of%20Government%20Graphic%20Organizer.pdf?api=v2
https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671422/Understand%20the%20American%20Government%20Booklet.pdf?api=v2
https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671422/Understand%20the%20American%20Government%20Booklet.pdf?api=v2
https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671422/Understand%20the%20American%20Government%20Booklet.pdf?api=v2
https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671422/Thurgood%20Marshall%20Booklet.pdf?api=v2
https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671422/Our%20President-Donald%20Trump%20Booklet.pdf?api=v2
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Critical Writing Prompts 

1. If I was president, I would make these three laws _________, _________, and _________, because _________. 
2. Explain what makes a good citizen. 
3. Why is it important to vote? 

Vocabulary 

1776 
1787 
Alamo 
American Revolution  
Benjamin Franklin  
Bill of Rights Celebrate  
citizen  
anthems 
categorize 
motto 

Colonies  
constitution  
Declaration of Independence  
democracy  
Eleanor Roosevelt  
founding fathers  
Francis Scott Key  
Freedom  
 

Great Britain 
 independence  
King 
Liberty Bell  
Monarchy  
National Symbols  
Patriotic  
 

Sample STAAR or STAAR-Like Assessment Items  

Things Students Should Know From This Unit: 
1. What is the Constitution 
2. Whom did America once belong to? 
3. Recite the Pledge of Allegiance 
4. Recite the Pledge to the Texas Flag 
5. Characteristics of a good citizen. 
6. Examples of Patriotic Symbols. 

 

Printing Answer Documents and Online Testing Instructions  

 

 

 

Resources 

*The suggested resources are one of many ways to address the TEKS student expectation. 
Videos 

 Three Branches of Government School House Rock 
 Liberty's Kids 140 - We the People 
 The Constitution For Kids 
 School House Rock - Government - No More Kings 

https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/17989721/AWARE%20Test%20Administration%20Instructions%20for%20Unit%20Assessments.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1563304691997&api=v2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-EISWIY9bG8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZJKaqn2RrQ4&t=155s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jsTB7gSfDPI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oT7dMHAiCfs
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 I'm Just a Bill (Schoolhouse Rock!) 
 Kids Explain the 3 Levels of Government 
 Types of government for students 
 Preamble to the Constitution (for the children) - Schoolhouse Rock 
 The Bill of Rights: Pretty Important and Very Epic 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tyeJ55o3El0&list=PLIay7KO-VHbqJMn3nHcZX2z8fQFk2GNAq&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E9UmAtGS3wE&t=23s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VFEeq9Pln6g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2XMzIExVT5M&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QoeYhKCcW_Q&t=136s

